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ABSTRACT 

Purpose: To critically examine and interpret the intersectionality of science, religion, caste, 

and ideology of Sanathana Dharma – the Ancient Indian way of living in the society for 

sustainable humanity by collecting and analysing information from various Indian knowledge 

systems.  

Methodology: The paper uses exploratory analysis in which the required information are 

collected as per keywords using various scholarly literatures through systematic search using 

Google engine, Google Scholar engine, AI driven GPTs and analysed, compared, evaluated 

and interpreted using suitable analysis frameworks.  

Analysis & Discussion: The inherent principles of Sanathana Dharma – the Indian Knowledge 

based sustainable living system is are analysed, compared, evaluated, and interpreted with the 

newly developed conceptual model of “Scientific, Religionless, Casteless Ideal Society for 

Upholding Sustainable Humanity" (Also called Aithal – Ramanathan model of Ideal Society) 

that involves identifying various factors that contribute to social harmony. 

Conclusion & Suggestion: The article explores the profound principles and values of 

Sanathana Dharma and their enduring relevance in addressing contemporary global 

challenges while promoting social justice, sustainability, and human flourishing. 

Originality/Value added: A new interpretation is presented for the first time based on 

evaluation of Sanathana Dharma and its holiness and suitability to realize a dreamy vision of 

establishing ideal society with sustainable humanity. 

Type of Paper: Exploratory Research 

Keywords: Sanathana Dharma, Indian Ancient Social System, Scientific religionless casteless 

ideal society, Sustainable humanity, SWOC analysis  

1. INTRODUCTION TO SANATHANA DHARMA :  

Sanathana Dharma, often referred to simply as "Dharma," is a foundational concept in Indian culture 

and philosophy. Its significance lies in its multifaceted nature, encompassing principles of morality, 

duty, righteousness, and cosmic order [1-2]. Here's a detailed breakdown of what Sanathana Dharma 

entails: 

(1) Eternal Truth: The term "Sanathana" translates to "eternal" or "everlasting," while "Dharma" has 

a complex meaning that includes righteousness, duty, law, morality, and virtue. Sanathana Dharma thus 

refers to the eternal and universal principles that govern existence and the proper conduct of individuals 

within society. 

(2) Cosmic Order and Harmony: At its core, Sanathana Dharma emphasizes the interconnectedness 

of all life forms and the harmony that exists within the cosmos. It posits that every aspect of the universe, 

from the smallest atom to the largest galaxy, operates according to a divine order or cosmic law (Rita). 

(3) Individual Duty and Responsibility: Sanathana Dharma prescribes a code of conduct for 

individuals based on their roles and responsibilities within society. This duty, known as "Svadharma," 

is determined by factors such as caste, stage of life (ashrama), and personal abilities. Each person is 
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expected to fulfill their duties diligently and selflessly, without attachment to the results of their actions 

(karma-phala). 

(4) Spiritual Liberation: While Sanathana Dharma encompasses ethical and social guidelines, it also 

provides a framework for spiritual growth and liberation (moksha). Through practices such as yoga, 

meditation, self-discipline, and devotion (bhakti), individuals seek to transcend the cycle of birth and 

death (samsara) and attain union with the divine (moksha). 

(5) Pluralism and Tolerance: One of the hallmarks of Sanathana Dharma is its inclusive and pluralistic 

nature. It acknowledges the validity of diverse spiritual paths and encourages individuals to seek truth 

and realization through various means, including rituals, worship, study, and contemplation. This 

tolerance extends to different religious beliefs and practices, fostering a culture of mutual respect and 

coexistence. 

(6) Scriptural Authority: Sanathana Dharma draws upon a vast corpus of sacred texts, including the 

Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Puranas, and epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata. These 

scriptures serve as repositories of wisdom, guiding principles, and moral teachings that inform every 

aspect of life for adherents of Sanathana Dharma. 

(7) Cultural and Social Framework: Sanathana Dharma has shaped the cultural, social, and ethical 

fabric of Indian society for millennia. It has influenced art, literature, music, dance, architecture, cuisine, 

and various other aspects of daily life, providing a cohesive worldview and moral compass for 

individuals and communities. 

(8) Adaptability and Continuity: Despite the passage of time and changing socio-political landscapes, 

Sanathana Dharma has demonstrated remarkable adaptability and resilience. It has absorbed and 

integrated diverse influences and cultural traditions, while retaining its core principles and values, 

ensuring its continuity and relevance in the modern world. 

Thus, Sanathana Dharma represents a holistic and dynamic worldview that encompasses spiritual, 

ethical, social, and cosmic dimensions. Its significance lies in its ability to provide individuals with a 

framework for righteous living, spiritual fulfillment, and harmonious coexistence with the universe and 

fellow beings [2-3]. 

In this paper, we have discussed, analysed with evidence how Sanathana Dharma - the Concept and 

Philosophy of Indian Ancient Social System Supported Scientific, Religionless, Casteless, Ideal Society 

for Upholding Sustainable Humanity.  

2. ABOUT SCIENTIFIC, RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, IDEAL SOCIETY : 

In envisioning a society that upholds principles of scientific inquiry, religious pluralism, social equity, 

and environmental sustainability, it is imperative to construct a conceptual model rooted in foundational 

principles and guided by critical components [4-5]. This note proposes such a model, delineating the 

postulates that underpin its framework and the key components that shape its realization. 

Foundational Principles: The foundational principles of the proposed society encompass the 

postulates articulated, emphasizing education, secular governance, social equality, interfaith dialogue, 

scientific progress, environmental stewardship, social justice, empathy, compassion, ethical leadership, 

and continuous learning. 

Components: 

(1) Education and Critical Thinking: Accessible and quality education fosters critical thinking skills, 

promoting rationality, evidence-based decision-making, and skepticism towards unfounded beliefs. 

(2) Secular Governance and Rule of Law: A secular governance framework ensures the separation of 

religion and state, guaranteeing equal treatment under the law regardless of religious affiliation, thus 

fostering social stability and justice. 

(3) Social Equality and Inclusivity: Commitment to social equality and inclusivity eliminates 

discrimination based on caste, gender, ethnicity, or religion, ensuring equal opportunities and rights for 

all members of society. 

(4) Interfaith Dialogue and Respect for Diversity: Interfaith dialogue encourages mutual understanding, 

cooperation, and respect among religious and non-religious communities, fostering a culture of 

tolerance and acceptance. 

(5) Scientific Progress and Innovation: Scientific progress drives technological innovation, economic 

development, and societal advancement, addressing global challenges and promoting sustainable 

growth. 
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(6) Environmental Sustainability and Stewardship: Environmental sustainability prioritizes responsible 

management of natural resources, ecosystems, and biodiversity, ensuring a habitable planet for future 

generations. 

(7) Ethical Leadership and Civic Engagement: Ethical leadership inspires trust, integrity, and 

accountability, while civic engagement empowers individuals to actively contribute to decision-making 

processes and advocate for social justice. 

(8) Continuous Learning and Adaptation: Continuous learning and adaptation enable societies to 

respond effectively to changing circumstances, emerging challenges, and evolving knowledge, fostering 

resilience and progress. 

By integrating these components within a coherent framework guided by foundational principles, the 

proposed model envisions a society characterized by social harmony, human flourishing, and 

environmental stewardship. It emphasizes the multifaceted factors that contribute to sustainable 

development, equitable governance, and inclusive social cohesion, thus offering a blueprint for realizing 

a Scientific, Religionless, Casteless Ideal Society for Upholding Sustainable Humanity [6]. 

3. LITERATURE REVIEW ON SANATHANA DHARMA: A PATH TO A SCIENTIFIC, 

RELIGIONLESS, AND CASTELESS SUSTAINABLE SOCIETY :  

Sanathana Dharma, often translated as "the eternal law" or "the eternal way," is a philosophical and 

spiritual concept deeply rooted in Indian culture. It encompasses a set of timeless principles and values 

that have guided individuals and societies towards sustainable living, social harmony, and spiritual 

enlightenment. This literature review explores the role of Sanathana Dharma in shaping an ideal society 

that is scientific, religionless, and casteless, focusing on its potential to uphold humanity and foster 

sustainability. 

Foundations of Sanathana Dharma: Sanathana Dharma is grounded in ancient Indian scriptures such 

as the Vedas, Upanishads, and Bhagavad Gita, which emphasize universal truths, ethical conduct, and 

the pursuit of knowledge. According to Sivaramakrishnan, K. (2015). [7], Sanathana Dharma advocates 

for the interconnectedness of all living beings and the harmonious coexistence of humanity with nature. 

This holistic worldview forms the foundation for building a sustainable society based on principles of 

non-violence (ahimsa), duty (dharma), and self-realization (moksha). 

Scientific Inquiry and Rationality: One of the key tenets of Sanathana Dharma is the pursuit of 

knowledge through scientific inquiry and critical thinking. As noted by Dabas, P., & Singh, A. (2016). [8], 

the Vedas encourage observation, experimentation, and empirical analysis as pathways to understanding 

the natural world. This scientific approach aligns with the postulate of scientific progress and innovation 

in the conceptual model, promoting evidence-based decision-making and technological advancement 

for sustainable development. 

Religionless Philosophy and Interfaith Dialogue: Sanathana Dharma transcends sectarianism and 

dogma, advocating for a religionless philosophy centered on spiritual realization and universal truths. 

According to Bhatt, C. (2020). [9], the concept of Sanathana Dharma embraces diversity and encourages 

interfaith dialogue to foster mutual respect and understanding among different religious traditions. This 

inclusive approach promotes social cohesion and peaceful coexistence, contributing to the creation of a 

religionless society as envisioned in the conceptual model. 

Casteless Ideal and Social Equality: While the caste system has been a historical feature of Indian 

society, Sanathana Dharma advocates for a casteless ideal based on individual merit and character rather 

than birth. Rao (2020) [10] argues that the original intent of the varna system was to promote social 

harmony and cooperation, but over time, it became rigid and discriminatory. Efforts to transcend caste 

divisions align with the postulate of social equality and inclusivity, emphasizing equal opportunities 

and rights for all members of society. 

Challenges and Criticisms: Despite its noble ideals, Sanathana Dharma faces challenges and criticisms 

in contemporary society due to the people who are unaware of its actual principles of truth. Singh (2017) 

[11] highlights issues such as caste discrimination, gender inequality, and religious fundamentalism, 

which undermine the principles of social justice and human rights inherent in Sanathana Dharma. 

Addressing these challenges requires concerted efforts to promote education, social reform, and ethical 

leadership in alignment with the postulates of the conceptual model. 
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Table 1: Sumarized Review of Literature 

S. No. Area/Issue Outcome/Focus Reference 

1 Well-being from 

the Hindu/ 

Sanatana 

dharma 

perspective 

This chapter focuses on the notion of happiness and 

well-being as enunciated in Sanatana Dharma (aka 

Hinduism). 

Salagame, K. 

K. K. (2013). 

[12] 

2 Unravelling the 

Depths of 

Sanatana 

Dharma 

Exploring the Eternal Principles of Hinduism by 

exploring the tapestry of Hinduism uncovering the 

timeless principles that have guided its followers for 

thousands of years. It will delve into the aspects of 

Hinduism including its deities and sacred texts as 

well as its vibrant traditions and rituals. 

Srinivasan, R., 

& Aithal, P. S. 

(2023). [13]  

3 Indian 

philosophy and 

its social 

concerns 

A nation renowned for its rich cultural heritage, 

exemplified by seminal works like the Kama Sutra, 

Artha Sastra, and revered scriptures such as the 

Vedas, Upanishads, and Bhagavad Gita, offering 

profound guidance for a fulfilling life, is 

unfortunately mischaracterized as detached from 

worldly concerns due to misunderstandings 

surrounding the concept of mukti or moksa, wrongly 

interpreted as prioritizing individual salvation over 

collective well-being. 

Nayak, G. C. 

(2001). [14]  

4 With special 

reference to the 

concept of 

Dharma 

The theory places equal significance on God and 

Creativity, recognizing their capacity to encompass 

both personal and impersonal absolutes, such as the 

God of Abraham and the Buddhist concept of 

sunyata or Emptiness, as well as the determinate and 

indeterminate aspects of reality, exemplified by 

Advaita Vedanta's Saguna and Nirguna Brahman, 

with or without specific qualities. Neither ultimate 

holds absolute control; instead, they collaborate 

harmoniously to propel the world forward. 

Lopresti, M. S. 

(2007). [15]  

5 Sanathana 

Dharma and 

Planet Earth 

According to Sanathana Dharma, humanity 

embodies divine potential rather than inherent 

sinfulness. The essence of Sanathana Dharma is the 

alleviation of sorrow and suffering, the pursuit of 

happiness and peace, and the realization that 

individuals can draw closer to God or recognize their 

own divine nature. These goals are intended to be 

realized within one's lifetime. One perspective of 

God within this framework is as Chaitanya, 

representing energy, force, consciousness, or the 

universal soul, infusing the entire cosmos with 

vitality and guiding its actions and reactions. 

Ramaswamy, 

N. S. (2011). 

[16]  

6 Integral 

Humanism 

The paper explores a political philosophy grounded 

in Indian culture. Unlike its modern counterparts, 

which often arose in opposition to theocratic Papal 

States, this philosophy draws from the rich tapestry 

of Indian traditions. Many modern political 

ideologies, shaped by specific historical contexts in 

Europe, tend towards dogmatism and have, as a 

consequence, fostered social discord and tension. 

Dharmasenan, 

S., & Kumar, 

K. S. (2016). 

[17] 

7 The Four Goals 

of Life in Hindu 

Within the confines of India's borders, there exist no 

physical barriers to fracture the coherence of its 

Manimala, V. 

(1997). [18]  
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Thought as 

Principles for a 

Civil Society 

collective existence. Just as nature seamlessly 

unified India, its historical journey has been a 

perpetual quest for social, political, and spiritual 

harmony. The intimate interplay between India's 

geography and its social and political development 

underscores this enduring connection. 

8 The aim of 

Hindu 

philosophy 

The aim of Hindu philosophy is the extinction of 

sorrow and suffering which arises due to ignorance 

about our true original nature. An overview of 

Hinduism could help enlighten the adherents as well 

as the non-adherents of the Hindu way of life to 

create harmonious society and to ensure the 

wellbeing and prosperity for all. 

Sathye, M. 

(2018). [19]  

9 Four-fold 

objectives of life 

for an individual 

and the societal 

growth as per 

Hinduism. 

This paper presents the principles and applications of 

various values through four-fold objective that have 

characterized Hinduism from ancient times through 

current times. 

Prasad, M. G. 

(2011). [20]  

10 Vedic ideals and 

Indian political 

thought.  

Evidence of the ancient Indians' understanding of 

essential socio-political concepts can be found even 

in the earliest Vedic texts, such as the Samhitas and 

the Brahmans. Terms like Rajya, Svaraya, Samrajya, 

Bahujya, Varajya, Maharaya, and Adhipatya are 

mentioned in ancient scriptures like the 

Atharvaveda, Taittiriyasamhita, the Aitareya 

Brahman, and the Jaiminiya Upanishad Brahman. 

Drawing from Vedic ideals, Indian political thought 

has made substantial contributions to the theory of 

the state and its organization. 

Rao, K. S. S. 

(2007). [21]  

11 Fall of Sanatana 

Dharma, Rise of 

Plantation 

Hinduism.  

Hinduism transcends temporal boundaries; it exists 

beyond the constraints of time, place, and causality. 

The term "Sanatana" denotes its eternal nature. 

Hinduism embodies a truth accessible to all, here and 

now, without the need to anticipate a distant 

heavenly realm. Despite efforts to suppress, distort, 

or discredit it, truth remains indestructible, albeit 

temporarily obscured. 

Gampat, R. 

(2018). [22]  

12 Indian 

Philosophy and 

Environmental 

Ethics 

This paper gives an insight into the importance of the 

environment in Indian's oldest religions-Hinduism 

and Jainism. 

Ravikanth, G. 

(2021). [23] 

 

Thus, Sanathana Dharma offers a profound philosophical framework for realizing a sustainable society 

that is scientific, religionless, and casteless. By embracing principles of rationality, inclusivity, and 

social justice, societies can draw inspiration from Sanathana Dharma to address pressing global 

challenges and uphold humanity's collective well-being. 

3. OBJECTIVES OF THE PAPER :  

The objectives for the paper on How Sanathana Dharma - the Concept and Philosophy of Indian Ancient 

Social System Supported Scientific, Religionless, Casteless, Ideal Society for Upholding Sustainable 

Humanity include: 

(1) To Provide a clear definition of Sanathana Dharma and elucidate its significance in Indian culture 

and philosophy to establish a foundational understanding for the readers. 
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(2) To Present a concise historical overview tracing the development and evolution of Sanathana 

Dharma, highlighting its origins in ancient scriptures like the Vedas and Upanishads to contextualize its 

relevance in contemporary times. 

(3) To determine the fundamental principles and values that form the bedrock of Sanathana Dharma, 

including dharma, karma, and ahimsa, to elucidate its ethical and philosophical framework. 

(4) To Analyze the social structure of ancient India influenced by Sanathana Dharma, particularly 

focusing on the varna system and its original intent versus its later distortions to provide insights into 

historical societal dynamics. 

(5) To Investigate how Sanathana Dharma fostered scientific curiosity and exploration through practices 

like yoga, meditation, and observation of nature, emphasizing its holistic approach to understanding the 

universe. 

(6) To explore the concept of a religionless society within Sanathana Dharma, emphasizing its inclusive 

nature and focus on spiritual growth, thus challenging dogmatic belief systems. 

(7) To evaluate the capability of Sanathana Dharma towards realizing sustainable society through 

SWOC analysis. 

 

These objectives aim to guide the exploration of Sanathana Dharma's multifaceted aspects, from its 

historical roots to its contemporary relevance, ultimately showcasing its potential as a guiding 

philosophy for creating a sustainable and equitable society. 

4. HISTORICAL CONTEXT :  

The development and evolution of Sanathana Dharma span thousands of years, with its roots deeply 

embedded in the rich tapestry of ancient Indian civilization. Here's a detailed historical overview of its 

evolution, beginning with its earliest origins: 

(1) Pre-Vedic and Indus Valley Civilization (c. 3300–1300 BCE): 

 Sanathana Dharma finds its earliest traces in the religious and spiritual practices of the ancient 

inhabitants of the Indian subcontinent, including the people of the Indus Valley Civilization. 

 Archaeological findings suggest the existence of ritualistic practices, reverence for nature, and 

possibly early forms of yoga and meditation. 

(2) Vedic Period (c. 1500–500 BCE): 

 The Vedic period marks a significant milestone in the development of Sanathana Dharma, 

characterized by the composition of the Vedas, the oldest sacred texts of Hinduism. 

 The Rigveda, Samaveda, Yajurveda, and Atharvaveda form the foundation of Vedic literature, 

containing hymns, prayers, rituals, and philosophical reflections. 

 Vedic rituals, sacrifices (yajnas), and deities such as Agni, Indra, Varuna, and Surya played a 

central role in religious life during this period. 

(3) Upanishadic Period (c. 800–200 BCE): 

 The Upanishads, philosophical texts that explore the nature of reality, consciousness, and the 

self, emerged as a response to the speculative inquiries of sages and seekers. 

 The Upanishads challenged the external ritualism of the Vedas and introduced concepts such as 

Brahman (ultimate reality), Atman (self), karma (action), and moksha (liberation). 

 Key Upanishads include the Chandogya, Brihadaranyaka, Katha, and Mundaka Upanishads, 

which expound upon the unity of the individual soul (Atman) with the cosmic soul (Brahman). 

(4) Epic Period (c. 400 BCE–200 CE): 

 The epic period saw the composition of two major Sanskrit epics, the Ramayana and the 

Mahabharata, which not only narrate mythological tales but also convey moral, ethical, and 

philosophical teachings. 

 The Bhagavad Gita, a dialogue between Lord Krishna and Prince Arjuna found within the 

Mahabharata, synthesizes various strands of Vedic thought and presents the path of devotion 

(bhakti) and duty (dharma) as means to spiritual liberation. 

(5) Classical Period (c. 200 BCE–1200 CE): 

 The classical period witnessed the emergence of major schools of philosophy (Darshanas) such 

as Vedanta, Nyaya, Vaisheshika, Samkhya, Yoga, and Mimamsa, which offered diverse 

interpretations of Sanathana Dharma. 
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 Notable philosophers and theologians like Adi Shankaracharya, Ramanuja, and Madhva 

contributed to the development of Vedanta, Bhakti, and other philosophical traditions. 

 The Puranas, sectarian texts that expound upon cosmology, mythology, and religious duties, 

became popular during this period, serving as guides for both religious practice and moral 

conduct. 

(6) Medieval and Modern Period (c. 1200 CE–Present): 

 The medieval period saw the rise of devotional movements like Bhakti and Sufism, which 

emphasized the worship of personal deities and promoted religious inclusivity. 

 Colonialism and foreign invasions brought significant changes to Indian society, leading to the 

reinterpretation and revival of Sanathana Dharma in response to new challenges and influences. 

 In the modern era, Hindu reformers and leaders such as Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma Gandhi, 

and Rabindranath Tagore played pivotal roles in revitalizing and redefining the principles of 

Sanathana Dharma in the context of contemporary challenges, including social inequality, 

colonialism, and globalization. 

 Throughout its evolution, Sanathana Dharma has demonstrated remarkable continuity and 

adaptability, absorbing diverse influences and evolving in response to changing historical, 

social, and cultural contexts while retaining its core principles of cosmic harmony, moral 

conduct, and spiritual liberation. 

5. CORE PRINCIPLES OF SANATHANA DHARMA :  

The fundamental principles and values that underpin Sanathana Dharma are deeply rooted in ancient 

Indian philosophy and spirituality. Here's an exploration of some of the key principles: 

(1) Dharma (Duty/Righteousness): 

 Dharma is a foundational concept in Sanathana Dharma, encompassing the moral, ethical, and 

religious duties that govern the conduct of individuals within society. 

 It represents the inherent order and harmony of the universe and is often described as the 

"righteous path" or the "law of righteousness." 

 Dharma is contextual and varies according to one's role, status, and stage of life (ashrama). For 

example, the duties of a student (brahmacharya), householder (grahastha), hermit 

(vanaprastha), and renunciant (sannyasa) differ. 

 Fulfilling one's dharma involves acting with integrity, honesty, and selflessness while upholding 

moral and ethical values. 

(2) Karma (Action): 

 Karma refers to the law of cause and effect, wherein every action (karma) has consequences 

that determine one's future experiences and destiny. 

 According to the principle of karma, individuals are responsible for their actions and their 

outcomes, which are influenced by intention, motive, and the ethical quality of the action. 

 Good deeds (punya) lead to positive consequences and spiritual progress, while bad deeds 

(papa) result in negative repercussions and hinder spiritual evolution. 

 Karma is not limited to individual actions but also includes the consequences of thoughts, 

words, and intentions, emphasizing the importance of cultivating positive qualities and 

intentions. 

(3) Ahimsa (Non-violence): 

 Ahimsa is the principle of non-violence and compassion towards all living beings, central to 

the ethical framework of Sanathana Dharma. 

 It extends beyond mere physical harm and encompasses mental, emotional, and spiritual non-

violence, advocating for harmony and empathy in all interactions. 

 Ahimsa is closely linked to the concept of universal interconnectedness (samatva) and the 

recognition of the inherent divinity in all beings. 

 Practicing ahimsa involves refraining from causing harm, practicing forgiveness, cultivating 

empathy, and promoting peace and justice in society. 

(4) Satya (Truthfulness): 

 Satya, or truthfulness, is another core value in Sanathana Dharma, emphasizing honesty, 

integrity, and transparency in thought, speech, and action. 
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 It is considered one of the highest virtues and is essential for the pursuit of spiritual realization 

and moral conduct. 

 Satya is not only about speaking the truth but also living authentically, aligning one's actions 

with one's values, and adhering to ethical principles even in the face of adversity. 

(5) Aparigraha (Non-possessiveness): 

 Aparigraha is the principle of non-possessiveness or non-attachment, advocating for simplicity, 

contentment, and detachment from material possessions and desires. 

 It encourages individuals to live in harmony with nature, to share resources equitably, and to 

prioritize spiritual wealth over material accumulation. 

 Aparigraha fosters freedom from greed, selfishness, and the cycle of desire and discontent, 

leading to inner peace and spiritual liberation. 

These fundamental principles and values form the ethical and spiritual foundation of Sanathana 

Dharma, guiding individuals on the path of righteousness, self-realization, and harmonious living with 

oneself, others, and the cosmos. They emphasize the interconnectedness of all life forms, the importance 

of ethical conduct, and the pursuit of spiritual evolution towards the realization of the ultimate truth. 

6. SOCIAL SYSTEM IN ANCIENT INDIA :  

The social structure of ancient India was profoundly influenced by Sanathana Dharma, shaping the 

organization of society into a hierarchical system known as the varna system, often referred to as the 

caste system. Here's a detailed exploration of its structure, original intent, and later distortions: 

(1) Origins and Structure: 

The varna system is outlined in ancient scriptures such as the Rigveda and Manusmriti, and it 

categorizes society into four main varnas or social classes: 

 Brahmins: Priests, scholars, and teachers responsible for religious rituals, education, and 

spiritual guidance. 

 Kshatriyas: Warriors, rulers, and administrators entrusted with protecting society, maintaining 

law and order, and governing kingdoms. 

 Vaishyas: Merchants, traders, and agriculturists engaged in commerce, agriculture, and 

economic activities. 

 Shudras: Laborers, artisans, and service providers who support the functioning of society 

through manual labour and service-oriented occupations. 

Each varna had its prescribed duties, responsibilities, and privileges, and one's varna was determined 

by birth, familial lineage, and occupation. 

(2) Original Intent: 

 The varna system was initially conceived as a functional and hierarchical division of labor 

based on the principle of svadharma (one's inherent duty) and karma (action). 

 It aimed to create a harmonious and interdependent social order wherein individuals could 

fulfill their duties according to their aptitudes and abilities, contributing to the welfare and 

stability of society. 

 The varna system was intended to promote social cohesion, cooperation, and mutual respect, 

with each varna recognizing and valuing the roles and contributions of others. 

(3) Influence of Sanathana Dharma: 

 Sanathana Dharma provided the philosophical and ethical framework for the varna system, 

emphasizing concepts such as dharma (duty), karma (action), and svabhava (natural 

disposition). 

 It justified the hierarchical structure of society by attributing varna distinctions to differences 

in innate qualities (guna) and past actions (karma) rather than mere birth. 

 Sanathana Dharma prescribed moral and ethical guidelines for each varna, emphasizing 

righteous conduct, humility, and service to others as essential aspects of fulfilling one's dharma. 

(4) Later Distortions: 

 Over time, the varna system became rigid and hereditary, leading to the entrenchment of social 

stratification and inequality based on birth. 

 The original fluidity and flexibility of varna classification gave way to a rigid hierarchy, with 

little room for social mobility or change in status. 
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 The concept of jati (sub-castes) emerged, further subdividing each varna into numerous 

endogamous groups based on occupation, lineage, and regional factors. 

 Discrimination, exploitation, and oppression became entrenched within the caste system, with 

certain castes (especially the Shudras and Dalits) facing systemic discrimination, social 

exclusion, and economic deprivation. 

 These distortions were often justified and perpetuated through misinterpretations of religious 

texts, societal norms, and political power dynamics, leading to the subjugation and 

marginalization of certain groups within society. 

Thus, while the varna system of ancient India was originally intended to promote social order, 

cooperation, and individual fulfillment according to one's inherent qualities and duties, it later devolved 

into a rigid and oppressive social hierarchy characterized by hereditary caste-based discrimination and 

inequality. Despite its distortions, the influence of Sanathana Dharma on the varna system underscores 

the importance of ethical conduct, social responsibility, and the pursuit of righteous living within Indian 

society. 

7. SCIENTIFIC INQUIRY AND EXPLORATION :  

Sanathana Dharma, with its emphasis on spiritual inquiry, holistic understanding of the universe, and 

reverence for nature, played a significant role in encouraging scientific curiosity and exploration in 

ancient India. Here's how practices such as yoga, meditation, and observation of nature facilitated this: 

(1) Yoga and Meditation: 

 Yoga, derived from the Sanskrit word "yuj" meaning union, is a systematic practice that aims 

to harmonize the body, mind, and spirit. It encompasses various physical postures (asanas), 

breath control (pranayama), concentration techniques (dharana), meditation (dhyana), and 

ethical principles (yamas and niyamas). 

 Through practices like meditation and mindfulness, individuals developed heightened 

awareness, introspection, and clarity of thought, fostering a deep sense of inquiry and self-

discovery. 

 Yogic practices were not only viewed as means to spiritual liberation but also as tools for 

enhancing mental faculties, expanding consciousness, and exploring the inner workings of the 

mind and consciousness. 

 Yogic texts such as the Yoga Sutras of Patanjali provided systematic methodologies for 

understanding the mind-body connection, exploring altered states of consciousness, and 

unlocking latent human potential. 

(2) Observation of Nature: 

 Sanathana Dharma regards the natural world as a manifestation of divine intelligence and 

cosmic order. Observing and understanding nature was considered essential for gaining insights 

into the workings of the universe and the laws governing existence. 

 Ancient Indian scholars and sages engaged in systematic observation of celestial bodies, 

planetary movements, seasons, and natural phenomena, laying the foundations for astronomy, 

mathematics, and agricultural sciences. 

 Texts such as the Vedas contain hymns dedicated to celestial bodies, weather patterns, and 

ecological cycles, reflecting the profound connection between spirituality and nature 

observation. 

 Ayurveda, the traditional system of medicine in India, emerged from a deep understanding of 

natural principles and the interplay of the five elements (earth, water, fire, air, and ether) within 

the human body and the environment. 

(3) Philosophical Inquiry and Debate: 

 Sanathana Dharma fostered a culture of intellectual inquiry, philosophical debate, and exchange 

of ideas among scholars, sages, and seekers. 

 Philosophical texts such as the Upanishads explored profound questions about the nature of 

reality, consciousness, existence, and the ultimate purpose of life, stimulating critical thinking 

and contemplation. 

 Debates between different philosophical schools (Darshanas) like Vedanta, Samkhya, Nyaya, 

and Vaisheshika provided fertile ground for refining theories, challenging assumptions, and 

advancing knowledge in various fields of inquiry. 
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 The pursuit of truth (satya) and the spirit of open-minded inquiry were highly valued within 

Sanathana Dharma, fostering a culture of scientific curiosity and exploration. 

Thus, Sanathana Dharma encouraged scientific curiosity and exploration through practices such as 

yoga, meditation, and observation of nature by fostering introspection, enhancing awareness, and 

providing a philosophical framework for understanding the interconnectedness of the self, the cosmos, 

and the natural world. This holistic approach to inquiry contributed to advancements in various fields 

of knowledge, including astronomy, mathematics, medicine, and philosophy, and laid the groundwork 

for India's rich scientific heritage. 

8. RELIGIONLESS PHILOSOPHY :  

The concept of a religionless society within the framework of Sanathana Dharma reflects its inclusive 

nature and its emphasis on spiritual growth over dogmatic belief systems. Sanathana Dharma, often 

described as a way of life rather than a religion, promotes a universal and all-encompassing worldview 

that transcends sectarian boundaries and emphasizes the essential unity of existence. Here's an 

examination of this concept: 

(1) Inclusive Philosophy: 

 Sanathana Dharma acknowledges the validity of diverse spiritual paths, belief systems, and 

religious traditions, recognizing that ultimate truth is multifaceted and cannot be limited to any 

one ideology or doctrine. 

 It embraces the diversity of human experiences, cultural expressions, and religious practices, 

affirming that different paths may lead to the same ultimate reality or divine essence. 

 Sanathana Dharma advocates for mutual respect, tolerance, and acceptance of all faith 

traditions, fostering a spirit of harmony, cooperation, and coexistence among people of different 

religious backgrounds. 

(2) Focus on Spiritual Growth: 

 At its core, Sanathana Dharma is concerned with spiritual realization, self-discovery, and 

liberation (moksha) from the cycle of birth and death (samsara). 

 It prioritizes inner transformation, ethical conduct, and the cultivation of virtues such as 

compassion, humility, and selflessness over external rituals or dogmatic adherence to religious 

doctrines. 

 Sanathana Dharma encourages individuals to embark on a personal quest for truth, to question 

conventional beliefs, and to explore the depths of their own consciousness through practices 

such as meditation, self-inquiry, and selfless service (seva). 

 The ultimate goal of Sanathana Dharma is to attain self-realization (atman-jnana) and to 

experience union with the divine (Brahman), transcending the limitations of individual identity 

and realizing one's essential unity with all of creation. 

(3) Religious Pluralism: 

 Sanathana Dharma promotes the idea of religious pluralism, asserting that no single religion 

holds a monopoly on truth and that all faiths have valuable insights to offer. 

 It recognizes that religious diversity is a natural and inevitable aspect of human society, 

reflecting the infinite manifestations of the divine and the diverse cultural expressions of 

humanity. 

 Sanathana Dharma encourages individuals to approach spirituality with an open mind, to 

explore different religious traditions, and to integrate teachings and practices that resonate with 

their own inner truth and spiritual aspirations. 

(4) Universal Values: 

 Sanathana Dharma emphasizes universal values such as love, compassion, truth, non-violence, 

and ethical conduct, which are considered essential for spiritual growth and human flourishing. 

 These values transcend religious boundaries and cultural differences, serving as guiding 

principles for individuals of all backgrounds to lead meaningful, virtuous lives. 

 Sanathana Dharma teaches that true spirituality is not confined to any particular religious label 

or external form of worship but is expressed through acts of kindness, selflessness, and service 

to humanity. 

Thus, the concept of a religionless society within the framework of Sanathana Dharma reflects its 

inclusive, pluralistic, and spiritually focused philosophy. It encourages individuals to transcend 
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sectarian divisions, to cultivate a deeper understanding of the self and the universe, and to embody 

universal values that foster harmony, compassion, and spiritual growth. By emphasizing inner 

transformation over external rituals and doctrinal adherence, Sanathana Dharma offers a vision of 

spirituality that transcends the boundaries of religion and embraces the inherent unity of all existence. 

9. CASTELESS IDEAL :  

The original intent of the varna system in Sanathana Dharma was to promote social harmony, 

cooperation, and efficiency based on individual aptitude, skills, and natural disposition (guna), rather 

than birth or hereditary status. The system aimed to create a functional division of labour within society, 

wherein each individual would contribute to the collective welfare according to their inherent talents 

and abilities. Here's an exploration of this original intent and efforts to transcend caste divisions in 

modern interpretations of Sanathana Dharma: 

(1) Merit-Based Social Organization: 

 In its original form, the varna system was not rigidly based on birth but rather on the principle 

of svadharma (one's inherent duty) and karma (action). Individuals were assigned to varnas 

based on their aptitudes, talents, and inclinations, rather than their family lineage or social 

status. 

 The varna system was fluid and dynamic, allowing for social mobility and flexibility as 

individuals pursued education, training, and occupations suited to their abilities. 

 Each varna had its designated role and responsibilities within society, and cooperation among 

varnas was essential for the smooth functioning of social, economic, and political life. 

(2) Ethical Guidelines and Social Harmony: 

 Sanathana Dharma provided ethical guidelines and moral principles to govern interactions 

within and among varnas, emphasizing virtues such as compassion, integrity, non-violence, and 

mutual respect. 

 The principles of dharma (duty/righteousness) and karma (action) guided individuals in 

fulfilling their roles and responsibilities conscientiously, fostering a sense of duty towards 

society and promoting social cohesion. 

 The original intent of the varna system was to create a harmonious and interdependent society 

wherein each varna recognized the value and contributions of others, fostering a spirit of 

cooperation, empathy, and collective well-being. 

(3) Efforts to Transcend Caste Divisions: 

 In modern interpretations of Sanathana Dharma, there is a growing emphasis on transcending 

caste divisions and promoting social equality, justice, and inclusivity. 

 Many contemporary spiritual leaders, scholars, and activists advocate for a reinterpretation of 

Sanathana Dharma that emphasizes its universal and egalitarian principles, while challenging 

caste-based discrimination and inequality. 

 Efforts are being made to dismantle caste-based prejudices and stereotypes, promote inter-caste 

marriages and social interactions, and empower marginalized communities through education, 

economic opportunities, and social reforms. 

 Various social reform movements in India, such as the Bhakti movement, the Arya Samaj, and 

the Dravidian movement, have sought to challenge caste-based discrimination, promote social 

equality, and uphold the dignity and rights of all individuals regardless of caste or social status. 

(4) Education and Awareness: 

 Education and awareness play a crucial role in addressing caste-based discrimination and 

promoting social harmony within the framework of Sanathana Dharma. 

 Initiatives to educate people about the original intent of the varna system, its ethical principles, 

and the need to transcend caste divisions help foster understanding, empathy, and solidarity 

among different communities. 

 By promoting dialogue, critical reflection, and social activism, individuals and organizations 

are working towards creating a more inclusive and equitable society that reflects the universal 

values of Sanathana Dharma. 

Thus, while the original intent of the varna system in Sanathana Dharma was to promote social harmony 

and cooperation based on individual aptitude and skills, efforts to transcend caste divisions in modern 

interpretations of Sanathana Dharma focus on promoting social equality, justice, and inclusivity. By 



Poornaprajna International Journal of Philosophy & Languages 

(PIJPL), ISSN: 3107-4634, Vol. 1, No. 1, July-December 2024 
 

POORNAPRAJNA 

PUBLICATION 

P. S. Aithal, et al. (2024); www.poornaprajnapublication.com PAGE 124 

 

 

reinterpreting the principles of Sanathana Dharma in light of contemporary challenges and values, 

individuals and communities seek to uphold the universal ideals of compassion, equality, and social 

justice, thereby realizing the true spirit of Sanathana Dharma in today's world. 

10. SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS :  

The ecological wisdom inherent in Sanathana Dharma encompasses a deep reverence for nature, an 

understanding of the interconnectedness of all life forms, and a recognition of humanity's responsibility 

to live in harmony with the natural world. Several key concepts and principles within Sanathana Dharma 

emphasize the importance of ecological balance and sustainability: 

(1) Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The World is One Family): 

 Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is a profound concept that originates from ancient Indian scriptures, 

including the Upanishads and the Mahopanishad. 

 It emphasizes the underlying unity of humanity and the interconnectedness of all beings, 

regardless of differences in race, religion, nationality, or species. 

 This concept promotes a sense of universal brotherhood and compassion, inspiring individuals 

to extend care and respect not only to fellow humans but also to all forms of life and the natural 

environment. 

 Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam underscores the need for cooperation, empathy, and mutual support 

among all members of the global community to address environmental challenges and promote 

sustainable development. 

(2) Interconnectedness of All Life: 

 Sanathana Dharma teaches that all life forms, from the smallest microorganism to the largest 

sentient beings, are interconnected and interdependent. 

 The concept of "Sarvam Khalvidam Brahma" from the Upanishads asserts that everything in 

the universe is Brahman, the ultimate reality, and that there is no separation between the 

individual self (Atman) and the cosmic self (Brahman). 

 This understanding fosters a deep respect for the intrinsic value of all living beings and the 

recognition of their inherent right to exist and thrive. 

 Sanathana Dharma encourages individuals to live in harmony with nature, recognizing that 

human well-being is intricately linked to the health and vitality of the natural world. 

(3) Stewardship of the Earth: 

 Sanathana Dharma emphasizes the role of humans as stewards of the Earth, entrusted with the 

responsibility to protect, preserve, and sustain the environment for present and future 

generations. 

 The Bhagavad Gita, a central text in Sanathana Dharma, teaches the principle of "Yajna" or 

selfless sacrifice, which includes acts of service and stewardship for the welfare of all beings. 

 Various rituals and practices within Sanathana Dharma, such as Vedic fire ceremonies (homa) 

and tree planting (vriksha-ropana), reflect the reverence for nature and the belief in the 

interconnectedness of all life. 

 Sanathana Dharma advocates for the sustainable use of natural resources, the protection of 

biodiversity, and the promotion of eco-friendly lifestyles that minimize harm to the 

environment. 

(4) Ahimsa (Non-violence) towards Nature: 

 Ahimsa, the principle of non-violence, extends beyond human interactions to encompass all 

sentient beings and the environment. 

 Sanathana Dharma teaches that harming or exploiting nature is contrary to the principles of 

dharma and leads to negative karmic consequences. 

 Ahimsa towards nature involves practicing mindfulness and compassion in our interactions 

with the environment, minimizing our ecological footprint, and adopting sustainable practices 

that promote ecological balance and well-being. 

Thus, the ecological wisdom inherent in Sanathana Dharma emphasizes the interconnectedness of all 

life forms, the importance of living in harmony with nature, and the responsibility of humans to act as 

stewards of the Earth. Concepts like Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam inspire a sense of universal kinship and 

solidarity, while principles like ahimsa and stewardship guide individuals towards sustainable and 
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ethical interactions with the natural world. By integrating these principles into everyday life and 

decision-making, individuals can contribute to the well-being of the planet and uphold the timeless 

ecological wisdom of Sanathana Dharma. 

11. HUMANITARIAN VALUES :  

Sanathana Dharma places a significant emphasis on compassion, empathy, and social responsibility as 

fundamental values that guide individual conduct and societal interactions. These values are deeply 

rooted in the ethical and spiritual teachings of Sanathana Dharma and play a crucial role in fostering 

the creation of a sustainable and equitable society. Here's an in-depth exploration of how compassion, 

empathy, and social responsibility contribute to such a society within the framework of Sanathana 

Dharma: 

(1) Compassion (Karuna): 

 Compassion is regarded as one of the highest virtues in Sanathana Dharma, embodying the 

spirit of selfless love, kindness, and empathy towards all beings. 

 The principle of compassion extends beyond mere sympathy or pity to actively alleviating the 

suffering of others and promoting their well-being. 

 Sanathana Dharma teaches that all life is sacred and interconnected, and therefore, compassion 

towards all beings is not only a moral imperative but also a spiritual duty. 

 Practicing compassion involves acts of kindness, generosity, and service towards those in need, 

regardless of caste, creed, or social status. 

 Compassion fosters a sense of solidarity and mutual support within society, creating a nurturing 

and caring community where individuals feel valued, respected, and supported. 

(2) Empathy (Sahana Bhava): 

 Empathy is the ability to understand and share the feelings and experiences of others, cultivating 

a deep sense of connection and understanding. 

 Sanathana Dharma encourages individuals to cultivate empathy by developing sensitivity to the 

joys and sorrows of others and by seeing oneself reflected in the experiences of fellow beings. 

 By practicing empathy, individuals can transcend narrow self-interest and develop a broader 

perspective that encompasses the well-being of the entire community and the natural world. 

 Empathy fosters harmonious relationships, effective communication, and conflict resolution, 

promoting understanding and cooperation among diverse individuals and groups within society. 

(3) Social Responsibility (Dharma): 

 Social responsibility is inherent in the concept of dharma, which encompasses one's duties, 

obligations, and responsibilities towards society and the wider world. 

 Sanathana Dharma teaches that each individual has a unique role to play in the grand tapestry 

of existence and that fulfilling one's dharma contributes to the greater good and sustains the 

cosmic order. 

 Social responsibility involves fulfilling one's duties and obligations towards family, community, 

and society while upholding ethical principles and moral values. 

 Sanathana Dharma emphasizes the importance of service (seva), charity (dana), and selfless 

action (karma yoga) as means of fulfilling one's social responsibilities and contributing to the 

welfare of others. 

 By fulfilling their social responsibilities with sincerity and dedication, individuals contribute to 

the creation of a just, harmonious, and sustainable society where the needs of all members are 

met, and everyone has the opportunity to thrive. 

(4) Contribution to Sustainability and Equity: 

 Compassion, empathy, and social responsibility are foundational to the creation of a sustainable 

and equitable society within the framework of Sanathana Dharma. 

 These values foster a sense of interconnectedness and interdependence among all beings, 

leading to a deep respect for the environment and a commitment to ecological stewardship. 

 By prioritizing the well-being of others and promoting social justice and equality, individuals 

contribute to the elimination of poverty, inequality, and discrimination, creating conditions for 

sustainable development and human flourishing. 
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 Compassion, empathy, and social responsibility inspire collective action and collaboration 

towards addressing pressing social and environmental challenges, ensuring the well-being of 

present and future generations. 

Thus, the emphasis on compassion, empathy, and social responsibility within Sanathana Dharma 

contributes to the creation of a sustainable and equitable society by fostering a culture of care, solidarity, 

and mutual support. These values inspire individuals to act with kindness, understanding, and integrity, 

promoting social justice, environmental stewardship, and human flourishing within the framework of 

Sanathana Dharma's timeless wisdom. 

12. CHALLENGES AND CRITICISMS :  

Acknowledging and addressing the criticisms and challenges associated with the interpretation and 

application of Sanathana Dharma in modern society is crucial for fostering a more inclusive, equitable, 

and compassionate society. While Sanathana Dharma encompasses profound wisdom and timeless 

values, its interpretation and application have sometimes been marred by criticisms and challenges, 

particularly concerning caste discrimination and gender inequality. Let's delve into these issues in detail: 

(1) Caste Discrimination: 

 One of the most significant criticisms of Sanathana Dharma relates to the caste system and the 

associated discrimination and social hierarchy. 

 Despite the original intent of the varna system to promote social harmony and cooperation 

based on individual aptitude and skills, the system has been distorted over time, leading to 

entrenched caste-based discrimination and inequality. 

 Caste discrimination manifests in various forms, including social ostracism, economic 

exploitation, denial of opportunities, and violence against marginalized castes, particularly 

Dalits (formerly known as untouchables). 

 Efforts to challenge caste discrimination and promote social equality face resistance from 

entrenched social norms, cultural practices, and institutional barriers. 

(2) Gender Inequality: 

 Another significant challenge within Sanathana Dharma relates to gender inequality and the 

marginalization of women in various aspects of religious, social, and cultural life. 

 Despite the recognition of the divine feminine principle (Shakti) in Sanathana Dharma, women 

have often been relegated to subordinate roles and denied equal rights, opportunities, and 

representation. 

 Gender discrimination manifests in practices such as dowry, child marriage, female infanticide, 

restrictions on women's education and mobility, and unequal access to resources and decision-

making. 

 Efforts to address gender inequality and empower women face resistance from patriarchal 

attitudes, traditional norms, and religious interpretations that perpetuate discriminatory 

practices. 

(3) Reinterpretation and Reform: 

 Recognizing the criticisms and challenges associated with the interpretation and application of 

Sanathana Dharma, there have been ongoing efforts to reinterpret and reform religious and 

cultural practices to promote greater inclusivity, equality, and social justice. 

 Social reformers, activists, and progressive religious leaders have called for a reexamination of 

scriptures, rituals, and traditions to eliminate caste-based discrimination, gender bias, and other 

forms of social injustice. 

 Initiatives such as inter-caste marriages, educational programs, legal interventions, and 

affirmative action policies aim to challenge caste-based prejudices and promote social mobility 

and equality. 

 Similarly, movements advocating for women's rights, gender equality, and female 

empowerment seek to challenge patriarchal structures and promote women's participation and 

leadership in all spheres of life. 

(4) Education and Awareness: 

 Education and awareness play a crucial role in addressing the criticisms and challenges 

associated with the interpretation and application of Sanathana Dharma. 
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 By promoting critical thinking, dialogue, and reflection, individuals can challenge entrenched 

prejudices, stereotypes, and discriminatory practices within society. 

 Educational initiatives that emphasize the universal values of compassion, equality, and social 

justice inherent in Sanathana Dharma can help foster a culture of inclusivity, empathy, and 

respect for diversity. 

Thus, while Sanathana Dharma offers profound wisdom and timeless values, its interpretation and 

application in modern society have been critiqued for perpetuating caste discrimination and gender 

inequality. Acknowledging and addressing these criticisms and challenges are essential for fostering a 

more inclusive, equitable, and compassionate society that reflects the universal ideals of Sanathana 

Dharma. Through reinterpretation, reform, education, and awareness, individuals and communities can 

strive towards realizing the true spirit of Sanathana Dharma, which upholds the inherent dignity, 

equality, and worth of all beings. 

13. CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE :  

Applying the principles of Sanathana Dharma in contemporary times offers a holistic framework for 

addressing pressing global challenges and promoting social justice, sustainability, and human 

flourishing. By integrating the timeless wisdom of Sanathana Dharma into various spheres of life, 

individuals and societies can work towards creating a more inclusive, equitable, and harmonious world. 

Here's a detailed exploration of how these principles can be applied: 

(1) Social Justice: 

 Sanathana Dharma emphasizes the principles of compassion, empathy, and social 

responsibility, which form the foundation for promoting social justice in contemporary society. 

 By recognizing the inherent dignity and worth of all individuals, regardless of caste, creed, 

gender, or socioeconomic status, Sanathana Dharma calls for the elimination of discrimination, 

oppression, and inequality. 

 Applying these principles involves advocating for the rights and welfare of marginalized 

communities, addressing systemic injustices, and working towards creating inclusive policies 

and institutions that ensure equal opportunities and access to resources for all. 

(2) Sustainability: 

 The ecological wisdom inherent in Sanathana Dharma provides valuable insights for addressing 

environmental challenges and promoting sustainability. 

 Sanathana Dharma teaches that humans are stewards of the Earth and have a responsibility to 

protect and preserve the natural world for present and future generations. 

 Applying these principles involves adopting eco-friendly practices, promoting conservation 

and biodiversity, and embracing a sustainable lifestyle that minimizes ecological impact and 

respects the interconnectedness of all life forms. 

 By integrating the values of simplicity, non-violence, and respect for nature into everyday life, 

individuals can contribute to the transition towards a more sustainable and ecologically 

balanced society. 

(3) Human Flourishing: 

 Sanathana Dharma places a strong emphasis on holistic well-being, encompassing physical, 

mental, emotional, and spiritual dimensions of human life. 

 By promoting practices such as yoga, meditation, mindfulness, and self-inquiry, Sanathana 

Dharma offers pathways for individuals to cultivate inner peace, resilience, and self-awareness, 

leading to greater fulfillment and flourishing. 

 Applying these principles involves prioritizing mental health, emotional well-being, and 

spiritual growth alongside material prosperity, and creating supportive environments that 

nurture the holistic development of individuals. 

 By fostering a culture of empathy, kindness, and self-care, societies can create conditions that 

enable all individuals to thrive and reach their full potential. 

(4) Global Challenges: 

 Sanathana Dharma encourages a global perspective and recognizes the interconnectedness of 

all beings and the planet. 
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 Applying these principles involves promoting cooperation, dialogue, and collaboration among 

nations, cultures, and communities to address pressing global challenges such as climate 

change, poverty, conflict, and health crises. 

 By fostering a sense of shared humanity and collective responsibility, individuals and societies 

can work towards finding holistic and sustainable solutions to complex global problems that 

transcend national boundaries and partisan interests. 

Thus, applying the principles of Sanathana Dharma in contemporary times offers a comprehensive 

approach to addressing pressing global challenges and promoting social justice, sustainability, and 

human flourishing. By integrating the values of compassion, empathy, social responsibility, and 

ecological wisdom into individual and collective actions, individuals and societies can contribute to 

creating a more inclusive, equitable, and harmonious world that reflects the universal ideals of 

Sanathana Dharma. 

14. CAPABILITY OF SANATHANA DHARMA TOWARDS REALIZING SUSTAINABLE 

SOCIETY THROUGH SWOC ANALYSIS : 

A SWOC analysis provides a comprehensive evaluation of systems by examining their Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Challenges. Strengths highlight the internal advantages or capabilities 

that contribute to the effectiveness and success of the system. Weaknesses identify internal limitations 

or areas for improvement that may hinder its performance. Opportunities denote external factors or 

trends that the system can leverage to enhance its operations or achieve its objectives. Challenges 

encompass external factors or obstacles that pose risks or threats to the system's functionality and 

sustainability. By conducting a SWOC analysis on Sanathana Dharma Principles one can gain valuable 

insights into the system, enabling them to capitalize on strengths, address weaknesses, seize 

opportunities, and mitigate challenges effectively [24-27].  

 

14.1 Strengths of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society:  

Table 2 lists some of key Strengths of Sanathana Dharma Principles Suitable for Realizing a Conceptual 

Model of “SCIENTIFIC, RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, IDEAL SOCIETY” for Upholding 

Sustainable Humanity: 

 

Table 2: Strengths of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society 

S. 

No. 

Key Strengths Description 

1 Education and 

Critical Thinking 

(i) Sanathana Dharma emphasizes the pursuit of knowledge (vidya) 

and encourages critical thinking and inquiry. 

(ii) Education in Sanathana Dharma tradition focuses on holistic 

development, including intellectual, moral, and spiritual aspects, 

fostering well-rounded individuals capable of rational, evidence-

based decision-making. 

2 Secular 

Governance and 

Rule of Law 

(i) Sanathana Dharma advocates for principles of justice and ethical 

governance, irrespective of religious affiliations. 

(ii) The concept of dharma emphasizes the importance of upholding 

righteousness and fairness in governance, ensuring equal treatment 

under the law for all citizens. 

3 Social Equality 

and Inclusivity 

(i) Sanathana Dharma recognizes the inherent dignity and equality of 

all beings (atman), transcending distinctions of caste, gender, or 

religion. 

(ii) The principle of vasudhaiva kutumbakam (the world is one family) 

promotes inclusivity and solidarity, fostering a society where all 

individuals have equal opportunities and rights. 

4 Interfaith 

Dialogue and 

Respect for 

Diversity 

(i) Sanathana Dharma encourages dialogue and mutual respect among 

diverse religious and philosophical traditions. 

(ii) The concept of ekam sat vipraha bahudha vadanti (truth is one, 

sages call it by various names) underscores the universality of spiritual 

truths and promotes harmony amidst religious diversity. 
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5 Scientific Progress 

and Innovation 

(i) Sanathana Dharma values empirical observation, experimentation, 

and inquiry, providing a fertile ground for scientific exploration. 

(ii) The pursuit of knowledge (jnana) and understanding of the natural 

world (prakriti) align with scientific principles, fostering innovation 

and technological advancement. 

6 Environmental 

Sustainability and 

Stewardship 

(i) Sanathana Dharma teaches reverence for nature (prakriti) and 

emphasizes the interconnectedness of all life forms. 

(ii) The concept of ahimsa (non-violence) extends to environmental 

ethics, promoting responsible stewardship and sustainable living 

practices. 

7 Ethical 

Leadership and 

Civic Engagement 

(i) Sanathana Dharma values ethical conduct and integrity in 

leadership roles, emphasizing the importance of selflessness and 

service to society. 

(ii) Civic engagement is encouraged through the practice of dharma, 

where individuals are called to fulfill their duties and responsibilities 

towards the community and larger society. 

8 Continuous 

Learning and 

Adaptation 

(i) Sanathana Dharma recognizes the impermanence of the world 

(anitya) and encourages adaptability and resilience in the face of 

change. 

(ii) The concept of svadhyaya (self-study) promotes continuous 

learning and personal growth, enabling individuals and societies to 

adapt to evolving circumstances and emerging challenges. 

 

These strengths of Sanathana Dharma principles provide a solid foundation for realizing a Conceptual 

Model of SCIENTIFIC, RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, IDEAL SOCIETY for Upholding 

Sustainable Humanity. By integrating these principles into the framework outlined by the postulates 

and components, societies can aspire towards a more equitable, inclusive, and sustainable future. 

 

14.2 Weakness of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society:  

Table 3 identifies some of Weaknesses of Sanathana Dharma Principles Suitable for Realizing a 

Conceptual Model of “SCIENTIFIC, RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, and IDEAL SOCIETY” for 

Upholding Sustainable Humanity: 

 

Table 3: Weakness of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society 

S. 

No. 

Key Weakness Description 

1 Interpretational 

Variances 

(i) Sanathana Dharma is subject to diverse interpretations, leading to 

potential conflicts and disagreements regarding its application in 

modern contexts. 

(ii) Variability in understanding and implementation may hinder 

uniform adoption of principles across societal domains, potentially 

leading to fragmentation or inconsistency in governance and societal 

norms. 

2 Traditional 

Hierarchies 

(i) Traditional interpretations of Sanathana Dharma may perpetuate 

hierarchical social structures, including caste-based distinctions, 

which contradict the principles of social equality and inclusivity. 

(ii) Inherent hierarchies within traditional frameworks may pose 

challenges in realizing a casteless society and fostering genuine social 

equality, requiring substantial reforms and shifts in societal attitudes. 

3 Resistance to 

Change 

(i) Embedded cultural norms and entrenched belief systems within 

certain segments of society may resist efforts towards secular 

governance and rule of law, impeding progress towards a religionless 

society. 
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(ii) Resistance to change from conservative elements may hinder the 

adoption of progressive policies promoting inclusivity and diversity, 

slowing down societal transformation. 

4 Dogmatism and 

Rigidity 

(i) Some interpretations of Sanathana Dharma may exhibit dogmatism 

and rigidity, limiting flexibility and adaptability to changing societal 

needs and contexts. 

(ii) Rigidity in interpretation may hinder the promotion of critical 

thinking and innovation, constraining societal progress and stifling 

creativity. 

5 Gender Inequality (i) Traditional interpretations of Sanathana Dharma may perpetuate 

gender-based discrimination and inequalities, undermining efforts 

towards social justice and human rights. 

(ii) Patriarchal norms inherent in some interpretations may hinder the 

full participation of women in decision-making processes and civic 

engagement, limiting societal advancement. 

6 Environmental 

Stewardship 

Challenges 

(i) Despite advocating for environmental stewardship, traditional 

practices and rituals associated with Sanathana Dharma may 

inadvertently contribute to environmental degradation. 

(ii) Challenges in reconciling traditional practices with modern 

environmental sustainability principles may pose obstacles to 

realizing comprehensive environmental stewardship. 

7 Ethical 

Leadership 

Imperatives 

(i) Traditional systems of leadership and governance based on 

hereditary principles may pose challenges to fostering ethical 

leadership and civic engagement. 

(ii) Overcoming entrenched power structures and promoting 

transparency and accountability in leadership may require significant 

institutional reforms and societal mobilization efforts. 

8 Limitations in 

Social Justice 

Implementation 

(i) While advocating for social justice, traditional interpretations of 

Sanathana Dharma may fall short in addressing systemic inequalities 

and historical injustices. 

(ii) Addressing deep-rooted disparities and ensuring equitable 

distribution of resources may require concerted efforts beyond 

traditional frameworks, involving comprehensive policy interventions 

and societal transformations. 

 

Addressing these weaknesses requires a nuanced understanding of Sanathana Dharma principles and a 

commitment to evolving interpretations that align with the aspirations of a modern, inclusive, and 

sustainable society. It necessitates proactive engagement with societal challenges and a willingness to 

adapt traditional frameworks to meet contemporary needs and aspirations. 

 

14.3 Opportunities of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society:  

Table 4 identifies some of the Opportunities of Sanathana Dharma Principles Suitable for Realizing a 

Conceptual model of SCIENTIFIC, RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, and IDEAL SOCIETY for 

Upholding Sustainable Humanity: 

 

Table 4: Opportunities of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society 

S. 

No. 

Key Opportunities Description 

1 Education and 

Critical Thinking 

(i) Sanathana Dharma principles provide an opportunity to enhance 

education systems with a focus on holistic development, including 

scientific literacy, ethics, and social responsibility. 

(ii) By integrating Sanathana Dharma values into educational 

curricula, individuals can develop critical thinking skills, fostering 

rationality, evidence-based decision-making, and informed discourse. 



Poornaprajna International Journal of Philosophy & Languages 

(PIJPL), ISSN: 3107-4634, Vol. 1, No. 1, July-December 2024 
 

POORNAPRAJNA 

PUBLICATION 

P. S. Aithal, et al. (2024); www.poornaprajnapublication.com PAGE 131 

 

 

2 Secular 

Governance and 

Rule of Law 

(i) Sanathana Dharma promotes principles of justice, accountability, 

and ethical governance, providing an opportunity to establish secular 

governance frameworks that ensure equal treatment under the law. 

(ii) Embracing secularism in governance fosters trust in institutions 

and promotes social stability, creating an environment conducive to 

progress and societal flourishing. 

3 Social Equality 

and Inclusivity 

(i) Sanathana Dharma principles advocate for social equality and 

inclusivity, offering opportunities to address systemic inequalities and 

promote equal opportunities for all members of society. 

(ii) Policies promoting diversity, affirmative action, and social welfare 

programs can bridge socioeconomic disparities and create a more 

equitable society based on principles of justice and fairness. 

4 Interfaith 

Dialogue and 

Respect for 

Diversity 

(i) Sanathana Dharma emphasizes the unity of all beings and the 

universality of spiritual truths, providing an opportunity to foster 

interfaith dialogue and respect for religious diversity. 

(ii) Embracing religious diversity enriches societal discourse, 

promotes empathy, and strengthens social bonds, contributing to a 

culture of tolerance, acceptance, and peaceful coexistence. 

5 Scientific Progress 

and Innovation 

(i) Sanathana Dharma encourages empirical observation, inquiry, and 

exploration, offering opportunities to drive scientific progress and 

innovation. 

(ii) Investing in research, development, and STEM education aligned 

with Sanathana Dharma principles fosters innovation ecosystems, 

creating opportunities for sustainable growth and prosperity. 

6 Environmental 

Sustainability and 

Stewardship 

(i) Sanathana Dharma emphasizes reverence for nature and the 

interconnectedness of all life forms, providing an opportunity to 

prioritize environmental sustainability and stewardship. 

(ii) Sustainable development practices aligned with Sanathana 

Dharma principles promote ecological balance, resilience to climate 

change, and equitable access to natural resources, ensuring a habitable 

planet for future generations. 

7 Social Justice and 

Human Rights 

(i) Sanathana Dharma principles advocate for social justice and human 

rights, offering opportunities to address systemic inequalities and 

promote human dignity and rights. 

(ii) Upholding human rights principles safeguards against 

discrimination and oppression, fostering a society built on principles 

of justice, equity, and compassion. 

8 Empathy and 

Compassion 

(i) Sanathana Dharma promotes empathy and compassion, offering 

opportunities to cultivate a culture of caring, solidarity, and altruism. 

(ii) Encouraging empathy education, community service, and 

volunteerism nurtures a sense of shared humanity and promotes acts 

of kindness and generosity towards others, fostering social cohesion 

and resilience. 

 

Leveraging these opportunities within the framework outlined by the conceptual model can contribute 

to realizing a society guided by principles of SCIENTIFIC, RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, and 

IDEAL SOCIETY for Upholding Sustainable Humanity. It offers a pathway towards social harmony, 

human flourishing, and environmental sustainability, aligned with the multifaceted factors that 

contribute to societal well-being. 

 

14.4 Challenges of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society:  

Table 5 lists various Challenges of Sanathana Dharma Principles Suitable for Realizing a Conceptual 

model of SCIENTIFIC, RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, and IDEAL SOCIETY for Upholding 

Sustainable Humanity: 
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Table 5: Challenges of Sanathana Dharma Principles towards realizing sustainable society 

S. 

No. 

Key Challenges Description 

1 Interpretation and 

Misrepresentation 

(i) One challenge is the varied interpretation of Sanathana Dharma 

principles, which may lead to misrepresentation or distortion of its 

core values. 

(ii) Misinterpretation can perpetuate caste discrimination, gender 

inequality, and exclusionary practices, hindering efforts towards social 

equality and inclusivity. 

2 Historical 

Baggage 

(i) The historical association of Sanathana Dharma with caste 

hierarchy and social inequality presents a challenge in promoting a 

casteless society. 

(ii) Overcoming entrenched social norms and addressing historical 

injustices requires sustained efforts and collective action. 

3 Resistance to 

Change 

(i) Resistance to change from traditional practices rooted in caste-

based discrimination poses a significant challenge in realizing social 

equality and inclusivity. 

(ii) Overcoming resistance requires grassroots movements, education, 

and advocacy for progressive reforms aligned with Sanathana Dharma 

principles. 

4 Secular 

Governance and 

Religious 

Influence 

(i) Despite advocating for secular governance, the influence of 

religious beliefs and practices in policymaking can undermine the 

separation of religion and state. 

(ii) Balancing religious freedoms with the principles of secularism 

requires careful navigation and institutional reforms to ensure equal 

treatment for all citizens. 

5 Cultural Stigma 

and Stereotypes 

(i) Cultural stigma and stereotypes associated with certain 

marginalized communities pose barriers to achieving social equality 

and inclusivity. 

(ii) Addressing deep-rooted prejudices and dismantling discriminatory 

attitudes requires comprehensive societal interventions and awareness 

campaigns. 

6 Institutional 

Inertia 

(i) Institutional inertia and bureaucratic inefficiencies may impede 

progress towards ethical leadership and civic engagement. 

(ii) Overcoming institutional resistance requires structural reforms, 

transparency, and accountability mechanisms aligned with Sanathana 

Dharma principles. 

7 Environmental 

Degradation and 

Resource 

Exploitation 

(i) Despite advocating for environmental sustainability, rapid 

industrialization and resource exploitation pose challenges to 

preserving natural ecosystems and biodiversity. 

(ii) Balancing economic development with environmental 

stewardship requires policy interventions, technological innovation, 

and community engagement. 

8 Globalization and 

Cultural 

Homogenization 

(i) Globalization and cultural homogenization pose challenges to 

preserving cultural diversity and respecting indigenous knowledge 

systems embedded in Sanathana Dharma principles. 

(ii) Promoting cultural pluralism and safeguarding traditional wisdom 

requires proactive measures to protect cultural heritage and promote 

intercultural dialogue. 

9 Inadequate 

Education and 

Access 

 

(i) Inadequate education and limited access to quality educational 

opportunities hinder the development of critical thinking skills and 

scientific literacy. 

(ii) Addressing educational disparities and promoting lifelong learning 

requires investment in educational infrastructure, teacher training, and 

curriculum reforms aligned with Sanathana Dharma values. 
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Navigating these challenges requires a multi-dimensional approach, involving collaboration between 

stakeholders, policy reforms, and grassroots initiatives rooted in the principles of SCIENTIFIC, 

RELIGIONLESS, CASTELESS, and IDEAL SOCIETY for Upholding Sustainable Humanity. 

15. CONCLUSION :  

The article explores the profound principles and values of Sanathana Dharma and their enduring 

relevance in addressing contemporary global challenges while promoting social justice, sustainability, 

and human flourishing. Here are the key points made: 

(1) Philosophical Foundations: Sanathana Dharma, rooted in ancient Indian wisdom, emphasizes 

timeless principles such as compassion, empathy, social responsibility, and ecological wisdom. These 

principles provide a holistic framework for individual and societal well-being. 

(2) Social Justice: Sanathana Dharma calls for the elimination of discrimination, oppression, and 

inequality, emphasizing the inherent dignity and worth of all individuals. By advocating for the rights 

and welfare of marginalized communities, it promotes social justice and inclusivity. 

(3) Sustainability: The ecological wisdom inherent in Sanathana Dharma underscores the 

interconnectedness of all life forms and the importance of stewardship of the Earth. By adopting eco-

friendly practices and respecting nature's balance, individuals contribute to sustainability and 

environmental conservation. 

(4) Human Flourishing: Sanathana Dharma prioritizes holistic well-being, encompassing physical, 

mental, emotional, and spiritual dimensions of human life. Practices such as yoga, meditation, and 

mindfulness promote inner peace, resilience, and self-awareness, fostering human flourishing. 

(5) Global Challenges: Sanathana Dharma encourages a global perspective and cooperation to address 

pressing global challenges such as climate change, poverty, conflict, and health crises. By fostering a 

sense of shared humanity and collective responsibility, individuals and societies can work towards 

holistic and sustainable solutions. 

The enduring relevance and potential of Sanathana Dharma lie in its ability to offer a comprehensive 

and inclusive philosophy that addresses the complexities of modern life while honoring universal values 

and interconnectedness. By integrating the principles of Sanathana Dharma into individual and 

collective actions, humanity can create a more sustainable, just, and humane world that reflects the 

timeless wisdom of this ancient tradition. Sanathana Dharma serves as a guiding light, inspiring 

individuals to cultivate compassion, practice empathy, uphold social responsibility, and live in harmony 

with nature, ultimately contributing to the well-being of all beings and the planet. 
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